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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Just before Christmas I emailed members to ask ‘how did your course 
go’ and hoped to be overwhelmed with replies.  I was, and I was 
delighted.  Much of this feedback I incorporated into the Christmas 
Newsletter in an effort to encourage people to try other courses.  Your 
chance to take this up will soon be with you.  The course newsletter is 
currently in production and will be issued at the AGM, (e-mailed copies 
issued the day before) so get your pencils sharpened and stand by the 
phone! 
 
I think it’s been a good year.  We started off with forty three courses 
which went up to forty five.  We then lost a few as they weren’t taken 
up and we are taking this into account this time.  I don’t know yet how 
many courses we will have but it will be in the same order as last time.  
I still have the ambition to run fifty courses but there are only so many I 
can do myself to make up the numbers so if you would like to help 
please contact me. 

Honorary Members 
This year Brian Mexted was made an Honorary Member for his 
exceptional service to U3a. He has given long service to U3a in the 
setting up and running of Kaleidoscope and in recognition of this 
service the committee decided to make him an Honorary Member. 
 
U3a would not be where it is today without people like Brian and his 
contribution is really appreciated by everyone. 

Changes to the Rules 
We want to change U3a’s rules to bring them up to date and to 
incorporate some changes that we feel are necessary. I propose to 
have these changes voted on at the AGM when a full marked up set of 
the changes will be available.  If you would like to see a copy of these 
changes before the meeting please email me at 
RogerCurrier@Clear.net.nz  or phone on 293 6992 and I will send you 
one. 
 
I have had advice on the changes we wanted and it was pointed out 
that in addition to the changes wanted there are many minor changes 
which should also be made to bring the rules up to date with modern 
legal thinking. Most of these minor changes are changing the word 
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‘shall’ to ‘will’ or ‘must’ or similar.  The rule changes we wanted to do 
are: 
 
1. To better define our entry requirements from ‘people of the third 

age’ to ‘retired or semi-retired’. 
2. To establish the status of an Honorary member, despite several 

people being made Honorary members or rules did not clarify the 
meaning. 

3. To clarify when changes to rules become effective. We want to 
resolve the current requirement where we have to wait until 
approved by the Registrar which could take a long time. 

4. To allow notices of meetings to be sent out by email to those 
members who elected to receive communication by email. 

5. To simplify the election of Officers and Committee members, by 
only having a secret ballot if necessary. 

6. To limit the terms of membership of Officers and Committee 
members to three years.  If people volunteer for the job they know 
there is a let out without feeling guilty. 

7. To prepare for coming changes in the Incorporated Societies Act. 
 

Grants. 
This year we have received grants from The Lottery Grants Board-
$5,000 to cover the cost of our Administrative Assistant and from Kapiti 
Coast District Council - $1,000 for printing our course newsletter. 
 
We thank them for their generosity. 

Membership 

It’s really too early to see how many members we will have this year.  
But we are on track to match last year’s membership of 550. Some 
members forget to renew their subscriptions until near the date of the 
AGM and sometimes after the AGM.  This causes some heartache 
when they try to collect their course booklet and find one has not been 
printed for them. 

Subscriptions 

Please remember that it takes time to process and print the course 
newsletter/ booklet and we will only be printing enough for the current 
members.  So if you are going to renew your subscription please do it 
before the end of January so we can include for you in the print run. 
 




