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Kapiti U3A (University of the third Age) 

9.45 am Social Centre Park Wood 

Monday 16 October 2017 

Title 

“What Values Should Drive Policy in a Changing 

World?” 

Jan Williams- greetings etc. 

Thank you for inviting me to share a few thoughts with 

you this morning. First let me say that I am attracted to 

the philosophy behind ‘The University of the Third 

Age’. As I interpret your mission it is to encourage 

mature citizens to remain engaged with society and 

with their experience and knowledge contribute where 

ever possible. 

 As Chancellor of the University of Waikato I am of 

course still involved in the ‘University of the Current 

Age’ where we must meet the needs of a more diverse 

society. The world is searching for the right way 

forward in the 21st century and still looking for an 

economic policy works for all. Further how do we 

prepare the next generation for a world that to some 

extent will be dominated by Artificial Intelligence.  
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This morning I will touch on many issues, draw some 

lessons from history, comment on current issues both 

international and local, and then open up for 

questions. 

We had an election last month, 23rd September and 

now following a week of coalition negotiations and 

deadlines missed we may have an announcement 

today on a new Government, but then again we may 

have to wait a little longer. 

 You have heard much about this and that policy-many 

of them very important- but from my perspective the 

most important issue in forming a stable Coalition 

Government, is not the details of policy but the 

personal chemistry between the respective leaders.  

The reason for that is no matter what is agreed in 

coalition talks regarding policy there will always be day 

to day issues-some small and some large- that have to 

be resolved and that’s where the personal chemistry 

and trust between leaders comes into play. 

The other very important issue to take into account 

beyond individual policies is the values that underpin 

the respective Parties and especially the values of their 

leaders. 
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Values dictate outcomes. Those of you who watched 

last night’s episode on Queen Victoria on TV1 

regarding the lack of response to the 1840’s famine in 

Ireland will have seen a graphic example from history 

on how values dictate outcomes. We can chat about 

that viewpoint later if you wish.  

Looking forward the tile of my remarks is “What values 

should drive policy in a changing world?”  

Before I look at some contemporary issues I will take a 

brief look at history and draw some connections to 

today’s world. After all 2017 is the 100th anniversary of 

the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. 

That event changed not only Russia but the world. First 

Czar Nicholas 11 was overthrown-by protesting 

women- and a Provisional Government was set up. 

Then Lenin arrived back from exile and overthrew the 

provisional Government and the Soviet Union and 

Communism was introduced to the world. 

 A Government and ideology that dominated much of 

the world and political discourse in 20th centry including 

in New Zealand. 

The communist system failed, the economy collapsed 

as did the Berlin Wall in 1991. It was a time of great 
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optimism across much of the world. By coincident Joan 

and I arrived in Berlin shortly after the gate in the wall 

was opened. A fascinating experience, and we drove 

into then East Berlin and the difference was striking. 

The two halves of the city were like night and day-one 

prosperous and the other desperately poor. 

Of course the influence of Communist ideology is still 

with us today. China, the world’s largest country 

operates with its version communism. Perhaps more 

worrisome is that more countries are moving away 

from democracies to various forms of elected 

dictatorships, think Turkey, Hungary, Poland, 

Philippines, Venezuela etc.  

The BBC reported recently that the Philippines Police in 

anti-drug campaign killed 90 people in a week-32 on 

one day. No one can call these countries democracies- 

elected dictatorships is a better description.    

President Trump would be unhappy if I didn’t mention 

the US so I will. Long before the Bolshevik revolution 

an event that still plays on in today’s world was ‘The 

Revolutionary War in America’ which ended in 1776--

241 yrs back. That War of Independence from the 

British ended with the much quoted ‘Declaration of 
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Independence’ which in its second sentence states: ‘all 

men are created equal and ordained by their maker to 

life liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’ 

That declaration was drafted by Thomas Jefferson who 

went on to be the third President of the USA and was a 

slave owner all his life. 

The significance of that is that the uplifting words of 

the Declaration about ‘equality and liberty for all’ were 

gross hypocrisy and that has tainted America up until 

today. There was no liberty for Blacks nor equality in a 

slave owning society, and neither is there equality 

today. 

Eighty years later the US Civil War of 1861-65 was 

fought over the issue of slavery and while slaves were 

granted their freedom at the end of the Civil War, but 

vicious legal segregation took its place and it wasn’t for 

another 100years in 1964 that President Lyndon 

Johnson was able to push pass a 83 day filibuster in the 

US Senate to pass the ‘Civil Rights Act’ which outlawed 

discrimination.  

Well that was the intent of the Civil Rights Law but no 

one with a casual knowledge of the US would say there 

was no discrimination today.  
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That brings us up to date and the violence that erupted 

in Charlottesville Virginia a few weeks back.  

No one who knows anything about the horrors of Nazi 

Germany in WW11, and the Holocaust and the death 

of 6 million Jews, would have dreamed that in 2017- in 

the US- protestors would be marching openly carrying 

pro-Nazi, anti-Jewish and KKK banners and not be 

instantly condemned by the President in the strongest 

possible terms. But the scary thing is that it didn’t 

happen. Remember that word values. 

On the issue of values let’s cross the Atlantic to Britain 

who outlawed slavery in 1833, earlier that the US, but 

immediately after that law was passed the British 

Parliament passed a generous compensation package 

for the previous slave owners. The payment was about 

5% of the then British GDP which in today’s terms 

would be in the order of 100 Billion Euros-for the slave-

owners. Of course nothing for the slaves!! Values! 

The above data is from French author Thomas Piketty, 

whose bestselling book ‘Capital in the Twenty First 

Century’ started the debate on what values underpin 

capitalism in today’s world.  



7 
 

In that space the Waikato Times last Tuesday 

(10.10.17) carried an article re the message Cameron 

Bagrie, chief economist for ANZ told an audience of 

farmers and agri business leaders, which was that 

‘people are looking for a new version of capitalism-a 

social justice version’.  

Our new Government, when decided, will have views 

on that but the neoliberal economic model which has 

held sway for decades is coming to an end as it 

produced only slow economic growth and what growth 

there has been has gone almost exclusively to the 

wealthy.    

That brief look at a few key events from history is to 

remind you that nothing is more important than the 

values of the leader and when they get it wrong 

nothing is more important than to say no- don’t wait 

for someone else to do it.     

 Let me leave that there and shift focus a little.  

Talk of change normally brings tales of doom from 

many who want ‘the good old days’.  

Many look at the past with ‘rose tinted glasses’- and 

overlook the truth of history- as I have just touched on. 
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I welcome change because I am an optimist, I have 

seen the great advance that past change has delivered. 

At a most basic level we live much longer and are fitter 

for much longer- but it’s much more than that. 

It’s about what type of country you want? 

That is always the core question.  

Premier Richard John Seddon answered back in 1905. 

“The life, the health, the intelligence and the morals of 

the nation count more than riches, and I would rather 

have this country free from want and squalor and 

unemployment than the home of multi-millionaires.” 

I agree with Seddon, NZ should stand for more than 

just wealth. Premier Seddon, our longest serving PM, 

led the then Liberal Party for end of 18th early 19th 

century. He died onboard a boat coming back to NZ 

from Australia—he was going back to ‘God’s Own 

Country’ he said.  

The Liberal Party and the then conservative Reform 

Party came together in 1936 to create the current 

National Party, which I lead for almost 12 years. 

Certainly change is in the air; no matter where you look 

you see change. Locally we have the expressway, a 
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great advance in my view and high speed broadband is 

being installed.  

But, that really is just building on status quo, around 

the corner is artificial intelligence (AI) and all that could 

mean for the society we know. We know about 

driverless cars and trucks which are comming.  

There are assertions that 90% of legal work could be 

done with AI which brings into sharp focus the 

question of how people will earn an income if 

machines do more of the work-which they will.  The 

answer according to some is a “universal basic income” 

(UBI). 

A few weeks back I was at a conference of former 

country leaders in Dublin and representatives from the 

Provincial Government of Ontario Canada and from 

Finland discussed trials of UBI both countries are 

starting.  

Neither claimed that they had the answers as yet, but 

what they were doing was exploring options.  

These are big challenging issues but none of our 

political parties seem to have given sufficient thought 

to the very different challenges that tomorrow’s world 

will bring. 
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This election we heard little about how we will tackle 

tomorrow’s massive challenges that Artificial 

Intelligence will have on the world of work. 

It’s the issue that will dominate the 2020 election. 

How much teaching will be done by AI, and the impact 

of that on schools and universities? These are issues 

that all countries will face and we could sit and watch, 

but surely a country like New Zealand could aspire to 

play a leadership role in suggesting and devising 

solutions. 

 We have neither the size nor military strength to 

dictate, but we can lead in tomorrow’s world if we are 

prepared to make the investment and effort and be 

prepared to make change early. I hope we have leaders 

that will do that.   

The issue of leadership and who will lead in 

tomorrow’s world is an emerging issue. The odds are 

that China that is building a road/rail network, a new 

silk road, to link 3 continents, 68 countries and 65% of 

the world’s population will lead. 

The US on the other hand has voluntarily stepped to 

the sidelines. The US took over world leadership after 

WW11 but has now stepped aside.  
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Talking of stepping aside, the Brexit vote was emotion 

over reality. A slow moving train wreck-is the 

description that I hear most often. 

There is an interesting intergenerational issue at play in 

the Brexit vote. As Lib Democrat, Sir Vincent Cable 

noted that older people who voted for Brexit have 

‘comprehensively shafted the young’. 64% over 65 

voted to leave where as 71% under 25 voted to remain.  

(BBC)  

The young who were not driven by nostalgia of a long 

gone British Empire wanted to stay in the largest 

trading block in the world, where as the elderly found 

all these foreigners and rules made in Brussels 

upsetting. 

The irony that strikes me is that those who objected to 

influence of Brussels were happy with a British Empire 

based in London issuing directives to countries and 

people in the four corners of the world.    

That brings up the issue of us- older citizens - unable or 

unwilling to comprehend the scale of the change NZ 

and world will have to go through in next few years. 
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Perhaps the biggest issue to get our minds around is 

how are people going to earn an income when 

much/most work is done by machines driven by AI? 

UBI which I touched on is the possible answer. Sounds 

too big a change, how could it work etc. Well, all over 

65yrs get a UBI now, it’s called superannuation, and it’s 

not that long ago when that was considered either very 

radical or more bluntly stupid and unaffordable. 

There will correctly be much talk re the environment 

over next decade with issues water and land dominant, 

but remember that achieving clean cities will be far 

harder than achieving a clean countryside.  

I mentioned Thomas Piketty’s book ushering a rethink 

of capitalism. How radical will we be when looking at 

land and the environment in 21st century?  

The Treaty Settlement negotiated with Tuhoe is very 

radical. There we introduced a totally new concept for 

Western thinking, and that is that is that the land owns 

itself. I worked with Treaty Settlements Minister Chris 

Finlayson as he put together with huge input from 

Tuhoe, the concept that it’s not individuals or Iwi that 

own the land, the land owns itself. Yes radical and its 

working. 
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Other countries are now also exploring the concept. I 

read that the Indian Supreme Court has decreed that 

the Himalayan Glaciers own themselves. 

I am a member of the Te Urewera Board and we have 

the challenge to speak for the land as we look out on 

the world and in particular on issues like climate 

change and the control or removal of introduces pests.  

Going forward I suggest that we need to rethink our 

relationship with the land on the basis that ‘Mother 

earth doesn’t need us-but we need Mother Earth’. It 

changes your thinking when you look at issues from 

that perspective. 

The Te Urewera board recently released Te Kawa O Te 

Urewera, our management plan going forward and 

here we incorporate our basic philosophy that the plan 

is to manage people’s interaction with the land, to 

manage people to protect the land. 

Let me conclude on that note, and observe that 

changing our attitude towards land and water may be a 

bigger issue than Artificial Intelligence. 

 

                 Questions                   2461 words  
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