


Harold Wellman, surveyor



Explosion as part of DSIR seismic 
exploration for gold in central Otago

Auckland Weekly News, January 1934



Geophysical investigations at the Cobb 
dam site



Joan Wellman and 
life in the field



Search for mica in South Westland, 1941





Geological map of the South 
Island, 1948. The first map to 
show the Alpine Fault (although 
not labelled)



Harold Wellman and George Grindley enjoying a 
warm spring on the Alpine Fault near Lake Haupiri



Group at 1949 Science Congress in Christchurch where Harold 
Wellman unveiled his idea on 480-km shift on the Alpine Fault



By 1950 aerial photographs were 
becoming available across much of 
New Zealand. Wellman realised that  
the Alpine Fault (and many other 
faults cut)  the landscape, and were 
much younger than previously 
thought

He systematically scanned aerial 
photographs, ans produced the first 
maps showing  what he termed 
“Active Faults”



Example of table listing young fault traces that Wellman had 
identified from aerial photographs





Belt of active faults through central 
New Zealand – state of knowledge in 
1955, largely based on Wellman’s 
research



In 1958 Harold moved to Victoria University. 
He always enjoyed the company of younger 
people, and supervised many graduate 
students



Harold Wellman’s 80th birthday celebration at Victoria University



Harold Wellman was actively researching and writing 
until his death in 1999. His ashes were scattered in 
Hairy Mary Creek in south Westland near one of the 
best exposures of the Alpine Fault.



Harold was commemorated 
in the “Awesome Forces” 
exhibition in Te Papa, where 
his theodolite is on display
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