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The pleasures and pitfalls
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Rev John and Shirley Murray, c 1980
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“as bilarious as it is enlightening”
— David Hartnell mnzm
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Cathy Thorne ® www.everyday people cartoons.com

HANKS SO MUCH
FOR LETTING
ME GO ON,
YOU'RE SUCH

A GREAT LISTENER.

BREAD
MILK

CEREAL
BROCCOLI

EGGS. ..
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Shirley and Bruce Cockroft, Invercargill c1934
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Shirley at Middle School, Invercargill, ci940




Shirley, head prefect Southland Girls’ High School, standing beside principal Muriel May




Miss M. W. May, M.A.
1941-1956.









-w Zealand hymn writer Shirley Erena Murray began writing poetry

2 young age. She found her niche in later life as a hymn poet, initially
>rovide her minister husband John Murray with hymns of

ntemporary relevance to match his progressive theology.

any of her 400 hymns have been published in hymnals across

nominations in North America, Oceania, the United Kingdom

1 Europe.

-r hymns and the themes she expressed — peace, social justice,

nan rights, inclusivity, ecology — helped change the way people

derstood their faith in an increasingly secular world. A woman of

Peace'is Her Song
\*

The life and legacy of hymn writer

Shirley Erena Murray

Anne Manchester

rmth and compassion, with a strong sense of her own identity from
tearoa New Zealand, she is considered one of the most influential
ernational hymn writers of our time.

itions also Available
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Shirley with
Dunedin

composer
Colin Gibson
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Professor Lloyd Geering at the hearing at the Presbyerian Church’s General Assembly 1967,
Photo: Presbvterian Research Centre
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“STOP THSS 70

.

Protesters on Hill Street, Wellington, marching against the Sprinkbok rugby tour, 198i.
Photo: National Library of New Zealand
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“ST. ANDREW’S
ON THE TERRACE

DECLARED TO BE AN
INCLUSIVE CHURCH
ON 8th DECEMBER 1991

Including all people

of every creed,
race, class and
- sexual orientation




+¥ST ANDREW'S
| ON THE TERRACE

DECLARED A PEACE CHURCH

as a step toward a lasting peace
in a just world

8 August 1983

and declared its buildings a

~ NUCLEAR WEAPONS-FREE ZONE

l

18 March 1984
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It is Time! A song about White Poppies for Peace, 2015

Verse 1
It is time! Let the white poppies bloom
and the blood of the past stain no more;
it is time... for the sowing of seed
that will outgrow the jungles of war.
and the soul of the world will be healed,
and the darkness give way to the sun,
and the terror of nuclear night will be gone

in a peace that will never be done!



New Zealand hymn writer Shirley Erena Murray began writing poetry
at a young age. She found her niche in later life as a hymn poet, initially
to provide her minister husband John Murray with hymns of
contemporary relevance to match his progressive theology.

Many of her 400 hymns have been published in hymnals across
denominations in North America, Oceania, the United Kingdom
and Europe.

Her hymns and the themes she expressed — peace, social justice,
human rights, inclusivity, ecology — helped change the way people
understood their faith in an increasingly secular world. A woman of
warmth and compassion, with a strong sense of her own identity from
Aotearoa New Zealand, she is considered one of the most influential
international hymn writers of our time.

ISBN 978-1-99-102781-8
Philip Garside Publishing o |H

www.philipgarsidebooks.com

eBook editions also available
9" 781991 " 027818
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The life and legacy of hymn writer

Shirley Erena Murray
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Anne Manchester

w Zealand hymn writer Shirley Erena Murray began writing poetry

young age. She found her niche in later life as a hymn poet, initially
-ovide her minister husband John Murray with hymns of

temporary relevance to match his progressive theology.

s of her 400 hymns have been published in hymnals across
minations in North America, Oceania, the United Kingdom

Europe.

hymns and the themes she expressed — peace, social justice,
1 rights, inclusivity, ecology — helped change the way people

erstood their faith in an increasingly secular world. A woman of

1th and compassion, with a strong sense of her own identity from
aroa New Zealand, she is considered one of the most influential

rnational hymn writers of our time.
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Shirley at her home in Raumati South. Photo: Stuff, 20 January, 2006



This Thread | Weave, 1987

This thread | weave,
this step | dance,
this stone | carve,
this ball I bounce,
this nail | drive,
this pearl I string,
this flag | wave,
this note | sing.



This pot | shape,
this fire | light,
this fence | leap,
this bone | knit,
this seed | nurse,
this rift | mend,
this child | raise,
this earth | tend.



This cheque | write,
this march 1 join,
this faith | state,
this truth | sign,
this is small part,
In one small place,
of one heart's beat
for one great Peace..
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