
 

Garden Time 
Next Meeting: 10.00am Wednesday 3rd May  

At: Maple Lane 

 Waikanae 

Ellanor is organising this meeting. She has arranged for 

Edwina Allen to talk to us about creating an orchard in Waikanae. Hopefully we will 

be able to visit her orchard. 

Will Sue, Shirley and Maureen please bring something for morning tea. 

Will everybody who hopes to attend the meeting please let me know. 

 

 ꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷ 

Last Month: 

The plant swap was very successful. I came home with several plants which I 

immediately planted, and now no longer know what they are. But I will, hopefully, 

when they flower. 

As well we were able to look over, not only Sue’s lovely garden, but also two of her 

neighbours’ gardens designed by Ben Hoyle. 

The first garden, belonging to Sheryl and Wayne Whitfield, followed Ben’s design but 

the plants were sourced and planted by them 

 

The second garden, belonging to Jane and Alan Orange was designed and planted 

by Ben’s team. 

That’s all from me. Alison’s interview with Jane follows: 

Cheers, Marion 



Gardener Profile – May 2023 

Jane  

Where did your interest in gardening 

stem from? 

I developed my gardening interest from 

my mother.  She was a traditional 

cottage gardener, loved roses and had 

green fingers.  She had a house on the Akaroa waterfront and tourists 

would come and take photos of her garden. 

How did you go about developing your garden? 

My section was quite empty and full of kikuyu grass.  My neighbour 

Barbara (previous U3A garden group member) came over regularly and 

gave me plants. She was interested in permaculture and so I become 

keen too.  

What is your favourite plant or 

family of plants in your garden? 

I love sunflowers, though have none 

in my garden, and roses.  This year 

the roses have not been very good. 

 

 

 

What is your favourite plant 

colour?      

I have a love affair with red. 

 

 

 

What do you love most about 

gardening? 

I call it my Zen time.  It takes me out of my head and has a calming 

effect. During Covid lockdowns I talked to so many people passing by. 

 



What do you dislike about gardening? 

Too much kikuyu grass coming through from neighbouring plots and 

convolvulus.  

What clever ideas have you had 

to assist you in your garden? 

Permaculture – to lessen weeding 

I allow them to grow among the 

vegetables and don’t formally 

compost for plants and 

vegetables. I cut weeds and 

leaves and leave them on the 

ground.   My vegetable garden 

provides me with ample food this 

way.  

 

 

 

 

Vege plants and weeds 

growing together 

 

 

  

Any handy garden hints? 

As I am on a budget, I grow many 

plants from seeds.  I have used 

the Kings Seeds Catalogue but 

some seed growth has proved 

disappointing.  

 

 

Jane’s front entrance garden area 

 



Jane has a mini orchard in her 

vegetable garden such as a pear 

tree, a lemon tree, a grapefruit tree 

and a lime tree. 

 Grapefruit tree 

Lime tree 

   

 

 

                                 

 

                                                                                                      Pear tree 

Trees at rear of property                             Box to display small flowering plants         

 

                            


